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A covenant network of congregations in mission 

 

 

ONLINE REGISTRATION AVAILABLE NOW!!  
 

Further Regional Assembly details found on pg 4 



Spiritual Insights  

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards  
     Starting June 1, 2010, I began a 3 

month sabbatical. In my role as the Re-

gional Pastor and President of the Chris-

tian Church in Ohio, I have been guided 

in my call to be a transformational leader 

by the process of òspiritual discernmentó.  

Spiritual discernment is calling on the 

Holy Spirit to lead or give direction on a 

matter. This has been a guiding principle and theme in my minis-

try with pastors, congregational leaders and with congregations 

in the interim period of searching for an installed pastor. 

     My plan is to use my sabbatical time to be centered on per-

sonally experiencing, discovering and developing processes of 

spiritual discernment for pastors and congregations. I will divide 

my 12 week sabbatical into three 4 week segments for 1) rest 

and renewal; 2) reading and research; 3) reflection and re-

creation. 

 

¶ The rest and renewal segment will focus on time with family 

and the practice of spiritual disciplines. The first priority of 

the sabbatical will to spend time with family and rest. I plan 

on re-reading Richard Fosterõs classic book, Celebration of 

Discipline, to develop a new daily pattern of the practice of 

the spiritual disciplines. 

 

¶ The reading and research segment will include attending 

conferences and holding interviews with leaders to learn 

deeper insights on processes of spiritual discernment. 

 

¶ The final segment will focus on writing and renewal of per-

sonal creativity through spiritual discernment processes.  

Each segment will end with a 3 day personal spiritual re-

treat. 

 

     This time of sabbatical will be an experiential discovery of 

disciplines, methods, processes, means, and tools that the Spirit 

can work through to help me discern rightly. The study will re-

sult in identifying processes of spiritual discernment that will 

lead to the development of models for pastors and congrega-

tions. 

     While I am on sabbatical, Regional Associate Pastor Rev. 

Steve Bentley will assume my administrative responsibilities and 

Regional Associate Pastor Dr. LaTaunya Bynum will cover my 

pastoral assignments. Please be in prayer with me and the Re-

gional Church during this time. 

      I look forward with great anticipation of what God will do 

through us as Disciples of Christ and leaders in Christõs church 

in the days ahead. 
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Regional Calendar  
 

July 

*4-10 Phyo CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 

*11-17 Portahoga Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

*11-17 Badger Partnership Camp @ Templed Hills 

14 Regional Church Office Staff Meeting 

*18-24 Maumee Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

20 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 

*25-31 Lakeside CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 

*25-31 Beaver Partnership Camp @ Pilgrim Hills 

27 ODEC Committee meeting @ RCO 10:00am 
 

August  

*1-7 Wilmington CYF Conference @ Camp Christian 

*8-14 Miami Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian 

*8-14 Adventure Camp-Photo Safari-Based @ Camp 

10 ODO Ministry Team Meeting @ RCO 10:00am  

*15-22 Advance Ministries Conference @ Camp Christian 

17 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 

27-28 CYF Commission @ Camp Christian 
 

September  

1 Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple 

3-5 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian 

6 Labor Day, RCO Closed 

10-12 Ohio Womenõs Ministries Fall Retreat @ Camp 

14 ODO Ministry Team Meeting @ RCO 10:00am  

15 Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10:00am  

17-19 Ohio Disciple Menõs Fall Retreat @ Camp Christian 

21 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 
 

October  

5 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 

*15-16 Regional Assembly @ Columbus Marriott Northwest 

18-22 Spiritual Life Retreat @ Camp Christian 

19 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 

20 Personnel Committee Conference Call ð 1:30pm  

26 ODEC Committee meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

27 Anti Racism Training for Ministerial Standing @ Camp 

28 Sexual Ethics Training for Ministerial Standing @ Camp  
 

November  

5-6 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 

9 ODO Ministry Team Meeting @ RCO 10:00am  

13 Chi Rho Rally @ Camp Christian 10:00am ð 3:00pm 

13 Ohio Disciples Menõs Commission @ RCO 10:00am 

16 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 

17 Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

19-21 CYF Leadership Training 

25-26 Thanksgiving, RCO Closed 
 

December  

1 Deadline for entries into The Buckeye Disciple 

8 RCO Staff Meeting & Christmas Celebration 

21 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 

24 Christmas Eve, RCO Closed 

31 New Years Day Observed, RCO Closed 

31-Jan 2 Advance Ministries Winter Retreat @ Camp Christian 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 

Deadline for entries into the Oct - Dec issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple  
Due in the Regional Church Office by        

September 1, 2010 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor,  

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     Just before he came to be the principal at our high school, 

Mr. Wade (he has a first name, but we never addressed him by 

it) was the successful football coach at our archrival school. So 

when he arrived we were not at all sure what to expect from 

him. We watched and waited and soon learned that he was an 

educator as committed to the student body at our school as he 

had been to the other schoolõs football team. As he lead the 

students, teachers, and staff old rivalries were set aside, and we 

became one body. His commitment was summarized by the 

sign on the bulletin board in front of the school: 
 

PLAN YOUR WORK AND WORK YOUR PLAN 
 

     God, so much more then even a dedicated high school foot-

ball coach and principal, has called us to lay aside anything that 

prevents us from being a vital part of the body of Christ. 

     When you come to the Regional Assembly October 15-16 

in Columbus, you will be able to refresh your knowledge and to 

gain new knowledge as you gather with Disciples and others 

from around Ohio. Worship, mission, displays by the ministries 

of the Region and by our partners in ministry in Ohio and else-

where, and other activities and ministry opportunities will 

abound during our time together. 

     Plan your work. Pray, dream, strategize, become part of a 

new learning community, look to the sisters and brothers with 

whom you worship and work in the church. 

     Work your plan. Put into practice what youõve learned, 

sharpen old knowledge, do something with the new things you 

have learned, continue to journey with God as together we 

participate with joy in the life of the church. 

Message from Regional Associate Pastor,  

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     Our òValues and Seeds of Visionó describes the Christian 
Church in Ohio as òA covenant network of congregations in 

Mission:  We are the body of Christ gifted and called in cove-

nant together as Disciples of Christ to be centers of transfor-

mation on the new mission frontier of our own communities.ó  

Nowhere can we make this more visible that at our Regional 

Assembly around the theme òOne Body: Clothed in Love.ó 

     You do not need to wait until October to begin share in 

our common mission.  At the Regional Assembly we will share 

in three common missions: Local, Regional, and Global. 

     Our Local Mission will be a Blood Drive on Saturday of the 

Assembly.  We are still trying to work out all of the details of 

this with the Red Cross but please indicate your willingness to 

donate on the Registration Form.  Also do not give blood after 

Aug. 20th or you will be ineligible to give at the Assembly. 

     The Regional Mission will be to purchase clothes for youth 

at the Cleveland Christian Home.  Because many of these chil-

dren attend school in the Cleveland School System they need 

school clothes that are mandated by the schools.  Please see 

the Regionõs website or your Pastor to find the appropriate 

clothing articles.  You may bring these with you to the Regional 

Assembly and put them in the Mission Room.  (As school will 

have already started and you may want to give your donations 

before school begins, please let me know so we can all share in 

the mission your congregation has done.)  

     The Global Mission for Church World Service.  While talk-

ing with CWS about their needs given all of the events of this 

winter and spring, we discovered that one of their greatest 

needs is for school kits.  Below is a list of the necessary items.  

If your church would like to make some kits, bring them to the 

Assembly.  My goal is for the Regional Assembly to dedicate 

2000 school kits to help kids around the world.   (Here again, if 

your congregations wants to send them to CWS in time for 

school this next year, please let us know how many you sent so 

we can reach our goal of 2000.)  There will also be an opportu-

nity to assemble kits at the Assembly. 

To assemble a School Kit you will need:  

¶ One pair of blunt metal scissors (rounded tip) 

¶ Three 70-count spiral notebooks or notebooks totaling  

 200-210 pages (no loose -leaf or filler paper)  

¶ One 30-centimeter ruler (12") 

¶ One hand-held pencil sharpener 

¶ One large eraser 

¶ Six new pencils with erasers 

¶ One box of 24 crayons (only 24) 

¶ One 12" x 14" to 14" x 17" finished size cotton or light

 weight canvas bag with cloth handles. (Please, no  

 reusable shopping bags or backpacks.) 

Pack all items inside the cloth bag and send $2.00 for each bag 

to pay processing and shipping.   

     I pray that you will join us in celebrating visually through our 

common Regional Assembly Missions that we are indeed òa 

covenant network of congregations in Mission.ó 

     For more information about the kits, go to:  
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=kits_school 

There is still time to register 

for and participate in many 

summer programs!!  
¶ Maumee Chi Rho Camp, July 18-24 

ð For Youth who have finished 

grades 6, 7, & 8 @ Camp Christian 

¶ Lakeside CYF Conference, July 25-

31 ð For Youth who have finished 

grades 9, 10, 11, & 12 @ Camp 

Christian 

¶ Beaver Junior Camp, July 25-31 ð 

For Youth who have finished 

grades 3, 4, & 5 @ Pilgrim Hills 

¶ Wilmington CYF Conference, August 1-7 ð For Youth who 

have finished grades 9, 10, 11, & 12 @ Camp Christian 

¶ Adventure Camp òPhoto Safarió,  August 8-14 ð For All 

Ages of Adults and High School Age Youth ð Based @ 

Camp Christian 

¶ Miami Chi Rho Camp, August 8-14 ð For Youth who have 

finished grades 6, 7, & 8 @ Camp Christian 

¶ Advance Ministries Summer Conference, August 15-22 ð 

For Adults ages 19 to 29 (at least one year out of high 

school) @ Camp Christian.  Per day attendance is available 

for Advance Conference. 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=kits_school

