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A covenant network of congregations in mission 

 

Thank You! 

To even more contributors to the  

Leadership Campaign Annual Fund: 
 

Robert & Barbara Boyte, Houston & Mary Bowers, 

Bruce & Jackie Bunch, RL Cuffe, Michelle Cook, 

Warren Copeland, Doug & Linda Devos, Errol 

Dietrich, Wayne Enders, Howard & Mary Jane Good, 

Betty Grimes, David & Mary Harlow, Mike & Janet 

Kassalen, Frank Kirkpatrick, Emily Leedy, Dan Clark 

& Janet Long, Virginia Mahne, Perry & Maureen   

Mattern, Ronald & Cindy Maurer, Maxwell & Muriel 

Morgan, Andrea Moss, Ernie & Marcia Naugle,    

Richard & Nan Norton, Bettie Smith, Anne Sowell, 

Leslie Taylor, Central Christian Church in Newark, 

First Christian Church of Portsmouth, Karl Road 

Christian Church Outreach Program, Woodland 

Christian Church, Columbus. 

For information on how you can donate in 2009    

contact the Regional Church Office or visit 

www.ccinoh.org.  

Celebrating and Caring for God’s Creation 
     Earth Day Sunday is a day to celebrate God‘s creation. 

When God created the world, God blessed it and called it 

very good (Genesis 1:1-31). God is revealed through the 

beauty, power, abundance, and mystery of the natural world. 

Through wind and flame, water and wilderness, creatures and 

seasons, God is continually present and active in the world. 

The Earth and all that is in it, belongs to God (Psalm 24:1).  

     As Christians, we are called to celebrate and care for 

Creation. Cultivating and caring for the land is central to 

God‘s first job description for humans (Genesis 2:15).  

     Just as ancient stewards managed the household re-

sources of their master, we must wisely manage the abundant 

resources of God‘s Earth household. Caring for Creation is a 

core value of the Christian tradition.  

     The many interconnected systems of the natural world 

allow life on Earth to flourish. The health of humanity hinges 

on the health of the Earth. Ecosystems are becoming less and 

less able to provide the things all creatures require to sur-

vive: clean water, clean air, food sources that are resistant to 

disease, and stable conditions for growing food and building 

homes.  

     As we celebrate God‘s Creation, we must also commit 

ourselves to discovering new ways to incorporate Creation 

care into our homes, churches, and communities. 

“God writes the Gospel not in the  

Bible alone, but also on trees, and in 

the flowers and clouds and stars.”  
 

Martin Luther 

It’s Not Easy Being Green 
Jennie Stoddart 

     Green - it‘s the latest trend, and everyone seems to be get-

ting on board.  Something you may or may not know is that the 

Regional Church Office recycles.  We collect paper, water  

bottles, cardboard boxes, junk mail, pop cans, and much more.  

Something I‘m sure you don‘t know is that once a week I load 

up the pile of recyclable stuff that we have accumulated into my 

pickup truck and drive it to a collection site, since there is no 

recycling service for this office building.  It is a hassle, and inevi-

tably it decides to rain the day I want to take it, and there are 

days that I want to just leave it for the janitorial staff to pick up 

with the garbage.  However, it is important to me, so I make it 

work.  I do the same thing with my home recycling.  It takes a 

few extra moments to rinse out all the empty food containers 

and separate out the non-recyclable items.  Once again, it is 

important, so I make it work.  There are other changes I made 

around the house too.  Whenever a light bulb burns out, I   

replace it with an energy efficient one.  I also replaced my ther-

mostat with one that is programmable so that when I am not 

home it is not heating or cooling as much as when I am there. It 

took me a long time to get into the habit of doing these things - 

I had to change.  It's a new routine and a new way of thinking. 

What does all this have to do with God? That's easy. We are all 

called by God to love, not only each other but the world in 

which we live. Putting politics aside, it is clear that God has 

called each of us to love each other and the environment in 

which we live. By "thinking green" we can all help preserve the 

perfect beauty that God has created for us. God has given us all 

so much and in turn, each of us has a responsibility to give 

back, even if it means going outside of our comfort zones. 

Would you like to change your routine, but don't know where 

to start?  Check out the State of Ohio‘s recycling webpage 

which includes a way to reduce your junk mail. Don‘t have the 

internet? You can contact the Division of Recycling & Litter 

Prevention at (614) 265-6333. One thing most of you can do (if 

you haven‘t already) is switch your subscription of The Buckeye 

Disciple to an emailed version.  Contact me at 

jstoddart@ccinoh.org if you are interested in switching. 

http://www.ccinoh.org
http://ohiodnr.com/Home/Home/tabid/9394/Default.aspx
mailto:jstoddart@ccinoh.org


Spiritual Insights 

Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards 

And He withdrew from them about a stone's throw, and 

He knelt down and began to pray, saying, "Father, if Thou 

art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but 

Thine be done." Now an angel from heaven appeared to 

Him, strengthening Him. - Luke 22:41-43 

     Prayer formed the backdrop of Jesus‘ ministry. Jesus lived a 

disciplined prayer life.  Prayer for Him was specific, intentional, 

and a part of who He was. Jesus did not pray in order to be  

religious.  He prayed in order to be true to who He was as the 

Son of God. In the life of Jesus there was never a question of 

"Should I pray?" His prayer life was a part of his very identity.  

Jesus was the fulfillment of Paul's words in 1 Thess. 5:17, "Pray 

without ceasing."  The life of Jesus was one of constant motion 

and ministry, and yet He prayed the whole time.  Jesus prayed at 

His own baptism. He spent all night in prayer before calling and 

appointing His 12 disciples.  He was praying in the Spirit when 

His hands were busy healing. Jesus prayed over two fish and five 

barley loaves, and 5,000 hungry souls were fed. 

    So, when Jesus was burdened down with the awesome sacri-

fice He was to face on the cross, Jesus entered the garden of 

olive trees called Gethsemane to pray. Our Lord needed the 

presence and power of His Father in order to face his destiny. 

He prayed, "Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from 

Me, yet not My will, but Thine be done." It was a prayer of sur-

render, submission and acceptance. 

     Prayer is the central avenue God uses to transform us.  In 

my devotions this week I came across this prayer that explains it 

best.  It reads: 
I prayed for strength, that I could be strong; 

I was made weak, that I could be more tender. 

I prayed for health, that I could accomplish greatness; 

I was given sickness, that I could do better things. 

I prayed for wealth, so that I could be satisfied; 

I was made poor, so that I could have wisdom. 

I prayed for power, so that I could rule the world; 

I was given brokenness, so that I would depend on God. 

I prayed for many things, so that I could enjoy life; 

I was given, “new life,” so that I could enjoy many things. 

I didn’t get what I prayed for, but I got everything I longed for. 

     After Jesus prayed in the garden, the Bible said, ―Then an 

angel from heaven appeared to Him, strengthening Him." God 

promises never to leave us alone. Prayer allows us see God‘s 

presence. When we see God, it is impossible to see hopeless-

ness, despair, gloom and defeat.  When we see God, we see a 

way in the midst of steep mountains and low valleys.  When we 

see God, enemies become less significant, because we know that 

God is greater than any who are against us. Prayer gives us the 

assurance of God‘s promise of presence and providential care. 

     During this Lenten/Easter season, I pray that all members in 

the congregations of the Christian Church in Ohio will pray, 

―yet not My will, but Thine be done.‖ I pray that we may experi-

ence the strengthening power of God‘s presence and the resur-

rection victory of Easter. For Easter gives us the assurance that 

even in the darkest moments, God is working for our good, that 

God can bring victory out of defeat, hope out of despair, life out 

of death. 

May God’s Blessings be with you, Bill  

Regional Calendar 
 

March 

3 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO 

4 RCO Staff Meeting 

*6 – 7 Lenten Retreat for Women @ Camp Christian 

7 Counselor Training @ Camp Christian 

7 Equipping the Saints @ Saint Andrew C.C. 

12 Disciples of Christ Southwest Ohio 8:30pm 

13 – 15 OWM Commission Meeting @ Camp Christian 

*13 – 15 CYF State Youth Convention @ Hiram College 

14 Elders Retreat @ Mason, Ohio  8:30am-3:00pm 

17 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 

18 ODEC Conference Call 10:00am 

*18 – 19 Ministerial Partner Standing Retreat @ RCO  

20-22 Children, Worship, and Wonder Training @  

        Washington Ave Christian Church, Elyria, Ohio 

21 Christian Education Commission @ Camp 10:00am 

28 Regional Church Council Meeting @ Camp Christian 
 

April 

1 Deadline for the May/June issue The Buckeye Disciple 

1 RCO Staff Meeting 

*3 – 5 Advance Conference Spring Retreat @  

         Camp Christian (Clusters & Dining Hall) 

3 – 4 Youth Council Meeting @ Camp (Monroe Lodge) 

4 Cleveland Christian Home Work Day 9:00am 

10 Good Friday, RCO Closed 

12 Easter Sunday 

14 Christian Education Conference Call 7:00pm 

18 Ohio Women‘s Ministries Convocation 

19 - 20 Interim Ministers Working Group @ Camp 9am–2pm 

21 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. 

22 – 23 Coaching Training @ Camp Christian 

24 Advance Conference Scholarship Fundraising Concert 

         @ Northwest C.C., Columbus 7:00pm 

25  Congregational Leader Equipping Conference:     

 Christian Education & Stewardship @ Gender Rd C.C. 

28 ODEC Meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

28 Regional Elders Meeting @ RCO 10:00am 

30 Clergy Clinic: Introduction to Coaching 10:00am 
 

May 

4 Interim Ministers Working Group @ RCO 10am–2pm 

6 RCO Staff Meeting 

7 Retired Ministers Retreat @ Camp Christian 

12 Christian Education Conference Call 7:00pm 

*12 New Minister‘s Orientation @ RCO 

*13 Anti-Racism Workshop for New Ministers @ Camp 

*14 Sexual Ethics Workshop for New Ministers @ Camp  

14 Disciples of Christ Southwest Ohio 7:30pm 

15 – 17 Ohio Disciple Men‘s Spring Retreat @ Camp 

19 – 21 NIRF Conference @ Camp Christian 

19 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C 

22 – 24 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian 

25 Memorial Day, RCO Closed 

26 – 27 UCC Conference and Regional Church Gathering 
 

RCO = Regional Church Office 

* Online Registration is now available 
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Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 
     You know a sermon has touched your heart and soul when 

you feel as if the preacher is speaking directly to you. In that 

moment, you know that God has something for you to hear 

and that the words spoken were intended for you. Such a   

moment happened when our General Minister and President, 

Sharon Watkins, preached at the National Prayer Service on 

January 21st of this year. I watched it live, and watched it again 

during the gathering  of the Church Women‘s Cabinet – a gath-

ering of Church Women‘s regional staff and presidents from 

each region in our church.  

      Dr. Watkins‘ words to the new President of the United 

States, ―Tag, you‘re it‖, struck a chord with us. They reminded 

us that we are each called to leadership  in Christ‘s church at 

this time, and that we can if we choose to answer that call,  

devote ourselves to be good stewards of all the gifts God has 

given to us.  

    We are called to be the church of Jesus Christ. Tag, we‘re it. 

Message from Regional Program Minister, 

Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster 
 

Color the 2009 State Youth Convention “GREEN”  

     Psalm 24:1 reminds us that, ―The earth is the Lord‘s, and 

everything in it …‖ .  As followers of Christ we are charged to 

care for, value  and be good stewards of God‘s creation and its 

resources.  It is that truth that influenced the theme for this 

year‘s State Youth Convention, ―Green Faith: This Little Energy 

Efficient Light of Mine.‖ The convention takes place March 13-

15 at Hiram College. 

      Disciples youth across the Ohio Region recognize more 

than ever their responsibility  to work toward the well-being, 

balance and health of the earth they shall inherit.  It is abun-

dantly clear that we need the inspiring spirit of our young peo-

ple as the world seeks to embrace cleaner, more sustainable 

forms of energy, including renewable resources. We look for-

ward to their  inspiration, knowledge, energy and fresh per-

spective.  Aside from the serious stuff, however ….  when  

CYFers get together, we MUST have food, fun,  fellowship and 

singing! 

     So ….. save the date and join us  as we appreciate and cele-

brate the reflection of God in us,  through our ―Green Faith‖.  

Message from Regional Associate Pastor, 

Rev. Stephen Bentley 
     I am always leery of borrowing things for fear the item 

might be damaged while it is in my possession.  Whenever I do 

end up using something that belongs to someone else, I try to 

treat it carefully.  My hope is to return it in as good or better 

condition than when I took possession of it. 

     Maltbie Babcock was a minister after my own heart.  He 

lived in the late 19th century and was a pastor in Lockport, New 

York.  While serving there, he loved to hike in the woods.  

(Sound like anyone you know?)  He would say, ―I‘m going out 

to see my Father‘s world.‖  He did not see this world as his. 

Rather it belonged to his heavenly Father.  It was during this 

time that he penned these famous words: 
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears 

All nature sings, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is my Father’s world: I rest me in the thought 

Of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; 
His hand the wonders wrought. 

     It is with this attitude, this love of our Father‘s World, that 

we learn to treat this world with love and care.  It is not our 

world—it belongs to God who allows us to live in it.  May we 

leave it as good or better than we found it.  We can do this by 

being careful where we throw our trash, recycling wherever 

possible, and even picking up after others.   

     Take the time to get out and see, hear, and smell our Fa-

ther‘s World.  Take the many opportunities you have this year 

to be at our own Camp Christian or come to Xenia, OH this 

summer and participate in our Bicycling Adventure Camp.  This 

is indeed our Father‘s World.  Come fall in love with it. 

Deadline for entries into the May/June issue of 

The Buckeye Disciple 
Due in the Regional Church Office by        

April 1, 2009 

Submitting via email is preferred ccio@ccinoh.org 

Summer Camp/Conference Schedule 2009 
Mark your calendars now!  
 

Grandparent Camp - Camp Christian - June 5 & 6  

Children entering Grades 1-2  & a grandparent 
 

Adventure Camp - Bicycling - July 5 - 11  

For anyone High School through Adult  
 

Partnership Camp  Those who just finished grades 3, 4, & 5  

DATE    CAMP  PLACE  

June 14 – 20  Otter  Camp Christian  

July 12 – 18  Badger  Templed Hills  

July 26 – Aug 1  Beaver  Templed Hills  
 

Chi Rho Camp - Camp Christian 

Those who have just finished grades 6, 7, and 8  

DATE   CAMP   DISTRICTS  

June 7 – 13  Hocking  4, 7, 10/11, 13/14  

July 5 – 11  Portahoga  2, 3, 15  

July 12 – 18  Maumee  1, 5, 6  

August 2 – 8  Miami   8, 9, 12  
 

CYF Conference - Camp Christian 

Those who have just finished grades 9, 10, 11, and 12  

DATE   CAMP   DISTRICTS  

June 21 – 27  Hiram   2, 3, 15  

June 28 – July 4  Phyo   4, 7, 10/11, 13/14  

July 19 – 25  Lakeside  1, 5, 6  

July 26 – Aug 1  Wilmington  8, 9, 12  
 

Advance Conference - Camp Christian - Aug. 9 – 16  

Anyone ages 19 -29 (at least 1 year out of High School)  
 

Adult Conference - June 15 – 19 - For adults of all ages  

Northwest Christian Church, Columbus  
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION COMING SOON  

WWW.CCINOH.ORG  
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General Assembly Discounts Extended 
     Did you somehow miss the early registration deadline, but 

still wish you could take advantage of special savings? If so, 

you'll be glad to know that early bird registration has been ex-

tended to March 31. Registering now can save you $20 - $25. 

Outstanding speakers and an array of events that connect and 

inspire Disciples are being planned for the Assembly, which will 

take place in Indianapolis from Wednesday, July 29 through 

Sunday, Aug. 2. To learn more visit: www.disciples.org/ga 
General Minister And 

President Preaches   

At National Prayer 

Service 
     People from a variety of 

faith perspectives have reacted 

enthusiastically to General  

Minister and President Sharon 

E. Watkins' sermon at the Na-

tional Prayer Service in Washington D.C. The sermon took 

place on Jan. 21, the day after the inauguration of the nation's 

44th president. 

     Disciples and faith leaders from around the globe have     

congratulated Watkins through e-mails, web postings and phone 

calls. "How inspired I was by your sermon," said Judy Furber, 

one e-mail respondent. "It touched my heart and my mind    

profoundly." 

     Watkins spoke at the National Cathedral before a crowd of 

3,000 that included newly elected President Barack Obama, First 

Lady Michelle Obama, Vice President Joe Biden and his wife, Dr. 

Jill Biden, former President Bill Clinton and his wife, Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton. Watkins was the first woman selected to 

give the historic address, a tradition that dates back to President 

George Washington. She was chosen to deliver the sermon by 

Obama, the nation's first African-American president. Cynthia L. 

Hale, Senior Pastor of Ray of Hope Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ) in Decatur, Ga., gave the scripture at the service. 

Charles A. Howell III, a member of Woodmont Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) in Nashville, Tenn., said he heard 

both Sharon Watkins and Cynthia Hale speak and described 

both as terrific. 

     The service was carried live by several national news net-

works, including CNN, Fox News, MSNBC and C-Span.      

Watkins' sermon touched on several themes relating to both 

our country's civic and religious life. Her sermon was drawn in 

part from Isaiah 58:6-12, where God declares to the people of 

God that appropriate worship is through practicing justice. Wat-

kins also quoted from Matthew 22:36-40, where Jesus gives the 

greatest commandments of all: to love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and soul and to love your neighbor as yourself. 

     In a portion of her sermon, Watkins also related a story   

attributed to Cherokee wisdom about the two wolves that 

struggle inside each one of us. "One wolf is vengefulness, anger, 

resentment, self-pity, fear..." she preached. "The other wolf is 

compassion, faithfulness, hope, truth, love…‖ Looking directly at 

President Obama, who was sitting in the front pew, Watkins 

said, "We need you to feed the good wolf within you, to listen 

to the better angels of your nature, and by your example en-

courage us to do the same." 

Treasurer’s Corner 
Duncan Draper 

     Throughout this edition of the Buckeye Disciple, you are 

reading about various programs and events that are focused on 

all things GREEN.  Well money is green and there is never 

enough of that!  A silly comment to be sure and not really re-

lated to our theme - or is it?  As Treasurer, I am concerned 

about the future of escalating costs that affect our ability to 

deliver high quality programs at a fee that is reasonable.  Our 

ministries are constantly challenged to keep registration costs 

low so that we are able to reach as many people as possible.  

As part of that dynamic, we encourage as many meetings and 

events to be held at either Camp Christian or our Regional 

Offices. 

     Would you be surprised to know that over 20% of our op-

erating costs of Camp Christian are in our utility bills?  That‘s 

correct, in 2008 we will expend over $100,000 on electric, gas, 

water, sanitation, and other related utility expenses.  What‘s 

worse is the rate of increase we have seen lately, particularly in 

our most expensive utilities, electricity and natural gas.  In 2008 

electricity cost us $66,000, which is 51% more than we paid in 

2005.  Natural gas costs are up 43% over the same time and 

forecasts indicate these costs will only continue to increase.  

We have made some efforts in trying to reduce usage, particu-

larly when the camp is at ‗rest‘.  However, we are fortunate 

that we continue to see increasing demands for our Camp and 

thus we find usage increasing each year. 

     In discussing this with our Camp Superintendent, we have 

agreed to explore energy efficient options that will reduce the 

cost implications of our utilities.  We intend to do this with an 

awareness of energy conservation solutions.  Certainly we will 

invite our current suppliers to participate in helping find      

solutions but we are committed to exploring all options.  

Therefore, we would appreciate hearing from your ideas and 

comments.  We hope to actively be engaged in this analysis 

during the second quarter this year, so please let us know your 

thoughts as soon as possible.  You may contact me directly at 

ddraper@ccinoh.org or by calling our offices at 614-433-0343. 

     We have recently initiated a new Committee that will be 

looking at our options for our Regional Offices.  Our lease  

expires in October 2010 and if we are to consider all alterna-

tives, we need to start the analysis now.  The intention is to 

remain located in central Ohio and be easily accessible by   

highway.  One option is to negotiate a new lease and remain in 

our current quarters.  However, this Committee has been  

challenged to consider all options.  We will keep you updated 

as this Committee works towards a solution. 

Hey Advance Conference, Cleveland Christian 

Home needs your help! 
Bring the following items to spring retreat to donate: New: 

Socks, boxer shorts, t-shirts, women‘s underwear, shoes for 

boys (men‘s sizes), $5 McDonalds‘ gift cards, and Wal-Mart or 

Target gift cards. Used: Winter Coats and fleece 

http://www.disciples.org/ga
mailto:ddraper@ccinoh.org


Page 5 Volume 18, Number 2 

 

STATE YOUTH CONVENTION  

GREEN FAITH 

This little energy   

efficient  

light  

of mine.  
HIRAM  

COLLEGE    

MARCH  

13-15 

Looking for more? www.ccinoh.org  

Our Faith: From Roots to Fruits to Seeds  
(Disciples Past, Present & Future) 

Pat Davis, president 2009 Adult Conference 

     Our journey at this year‘s Adult Conference is all about 

our faith.  We will see glimpses of our history to help us dis-

cover what it is that makes us who we are as Disciples, so we 

will have a clear sense of our identity today.  Has our faith 

changed since the days of Thomas and Alexander Campbell?  

Just what is it that we believe as Disciples? 

     Then as we travel back to the present time, we will learn 

new ways to nurture our faith and be fruitful in the wonder-

ful classes our excellent teachers prepare for us.  Then as we 

leave the conference and return to our churches, we will 

have news seeds to spread as we go forward into the future. 

     Come for five days – June 15-19 at Northwest Christian 

Church in Columbus – and get your spiritual batteries re-

charged.  Each day is jam-packed with worship, singing, study, 

inspired preaching, Bible lecture, great classes, fantastic music 

and outstanding choir, loads of fun and so much more.  The 

food is so good, the fellowship is really great and the friend-

ships are priceless. 

     Ask any conferee and they‘ll say, ―Once you‘ve come, 

you‘ll never want to miss.‖  If you are new to the conference, 

that won‘t last long!  So come and enjoy the best week 

you‘ve had in a long time.  For more information, check out 

our web site, www.ccinoh.org and click on Adult Confer-

ence.  Please feel free to contact any of the officers listed 

there for details. 

     If you wish to have your name added to our mailing list to 

receive our conference brochure and a registration form for 

the conference, please send your name, address, phone  

number and email address to Lee Snyder, 2009 Secretary, 

smokeles@embarqmail.com. 

Reaching beyond our walls 
Rev. Robert J. Thornton 

     I have been reading more newsletters since I retired. I guess 

I just have more time to read these epistles that come weekly, 

or bi-monthly, or whenever the letter carrier drops them into 

my box.  When ministers, secretaries, or Outreach chairs write 

an article about outreach, they often talk about ―Reaching be-

yond our walls‖ and ―joining others to do what we cannot do 

by ourselves.‖ That is what OUTREACH is all about, at least 

when it comes to our Easter Offering. 

     Our Easter Offering goes to the General Church and sup-

ports a host of ministries that we find in Indianapolis and across 

our nation and around the world.  These are ministries that 

one local congregation could not do by themselves; they are 

ministries that you and I carry out as we join not only our 

hands and hearts but our financial resources as well.  Like many 

causes in the church, no matter how much we do, no matter 

how much we give, the need is always greater.  Jesus calls us to 

do the impossible, and the Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ) has answered that call.  

     We are working together to break down the walls that  

divide us, racism, sexism, and classism. 

     I have the privilege to serve as a liaison staff member of  

Disciples Home Mission. I serve as the Director of Scout Minis-

tries.  A few years ago, this position was part of the portfolio of 

the Director of Young Adult Ministries.  Perhaps you were at 

the General Assembly where we learned that this position was 

going to be cut. Why? - because of finances.  There just was not 

enough money to fill this position.  Today, the Director of 

Men‘s Ministries also carries the responsibilities for Young 

Adult Ministries, under the title of Minister of Leader Develop-

ment.  I represent our denomination on the National Boards of 

Youth Serving Agencies, ie: Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts 

USA, Campfire Boys and Girls, etc., plus P.R.A.Y. who writes 

our curriculum for the God and Country Religious Awards 

Programs. 

     At a more recent General Assembly, we also learned that 

DHM had to cut direct funding to our four historical Ministries 

Centers: All Peoples Christian Center, Inman Christian Center, 

Kentucky Appalachian Ministry, and Yakama Christian Mission. 

     Why do I bring these cuts to your attention?  To remind 

you that DHM did not make these cuts, you and I made these 

cuts by not reaching beyond the church walls.  We are told 

that we are in dire economic times.  Let me remind you that 

the church has always been in dire economic times, there has 

always been a greater need than we have fulfilled.  Our job, 

yours and mine, is to ask a very simple question.  Has God 

blessed us?  If we count our blessings, then let us respond with 

a generous heart this Easter. 

     The gift of Easter is RESURRECTION.  I believe it‘s time to 

live out our faith in the Resurrection and the Life by answering 

that call to do the impossible; to reach outside the walls of our 

individual churches to renew our ministries, to do that which 

we cannot do by ourselves.  My gift and your gifts can make a 

difference.  Let us give with a grateful heart; because we are a 

people who have been blessed, we are witnesses of the       

Resurrection. 

http://www.ccinoh.org


Page 6 The Buckeye Disciple 

Cleveland Christian Home Activities 
     Many thanks to all the individuals and Disciples of Christ 

congregations in Ohio who helped us make Christmas 2008 a 

memorable one for those we serve. The relocation of our 

Needs Room from Cleveland Christian Home to West 

Boulevard in October was completed thanks to the help of 

dedicated volunteers. We are grateful for your financial and 

volunteer support of Cleveland Christian Home. 

     We would appreciate your participation in the following 

Cleveland Christian Home activities -- please help us pro-

mote these activities with your friends and members from 

your congregation: 

 The Christian Church in Ohio (Disciples of Christ) An-

nual Spring Work Day at Cleveland Christian Home is 

scheduled for Saturday, April 4, 2009, beginning at 

9:00am.  There will be a variety of outdoor and indoor 

assignments. 

 CCH‘s annual 5K Walk & Run for the Kids is scheduled 

for Saturday, April 11, 2009 at the Cleveland Metroparks 

Zoo.  Registration for the Run is 8:45am and the Walk 

registration is 9:15am.  If you cannot attend this event at 

the Zoo, you may want to conduct a walk and run in 

your community. Contact us at (216) 476-0333 if we can 

assist you in planning a walk in your community. 

 The 2009 Scramble for Kids Golf Tournament is sched-

uled for Monday, June 1, 2009 at Elyria Country Club, 

Elyria, Ohio. 

 We are in need of additional event sponsors for CCH‘s 

Walk and Scramble. Please contact us if you can assist us 

in recruiting event sponsors for these events. 

 Please contact us if you would like to volunteer, take a 

tour of Cleveland Christian Home or if you need a 

speaker at your church or a civic organization. 

 

     For information about any of CCH‘s programs or activi-

ties please call us at (216) 476-0333 or visit our website:  

www.cchome.org.  Many thanks for your continued support 

and interest in Cleveland Christian Home. 

Congregational Leaders   

Equipping Conference:   

Christian Education & Stewardship 

     The "Congregational Leaders Equipping Conference: 

Christian Education and Stewardship" is scheduled for April 

25 from 9:00AM – 4:00 PM at Gender Road Christian 

Church, Canal Winchester.  Registration is $40 / person and 

includes lunch.  A staffed nursery will also be available. 

Throughout the day, a Cokesbury book table devoted to 

materials pertinent to the subject matter will be available for 

browsing.  For those anticipating a Friday arrival, a Best 

Western Motel is located within easy driving distance of the 

Church.  Lodging expenses are not included in the registra-

tion fee.  The conference, a ministry event boasting two   

emphases for the price of one, is a joint-venture between 

Ohio Disciple Outreach and the Regional Christian Education 

Commission.  The day will afford attendees an opportunity to 

gather fresh ideas and insights into two vital church minis-

tries: Christian education and stewardship.  The conference 

agenda will include keynotes by Dr. Sharon Warner, Profes-

sor of Educational Ministry at Lexington Theological Seminary 

and Rev. Todd Adams, Associate General Minister and Vice 

President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  In 

addition, afternoon workshops will afford attendees an    

opportunity to glean important ministry innovations from 

notable persons serving in the field.   Registration materials 

for this important event will be forthcoming.  This is a     

conference you will not want to miss. 

Anti-Racism/Pro-Reconciliation 

Walk-a-Thon April 4, 2009 

The Anti-Racism Commission with the help 

of Advance Conference will walk to con-

tinue the dream of Dr. Martin Luther King,     

   Jr. on the forty-first anniversary of his    

   death. The walk will take place at Camp  

     Christian during the Advance Spring   

       Retreat. We will walk five miles, and  

        will receive pledges in the amount of  

        $1.00 per mile. If you cannot join us at  

          Camp Christian on April 4, please  

          walk on your own for a donation of  

          $5.00, or $1.00 for each mile you  

          walk, or sponsor a walker at Camp  

          Christian for $5.00. Buttons to sup- 

           port the Anti-racism ministry are  

            available for $2.00 and T-Shirts are  

 available for $15.00.  Pledges total- 

 ing $65.00 or more will earn a free 

  T-Shirt. Contact the Regional   

  Office or send your check written  

             to Christian Church in Ohio, ART. 

  Youth Scholarship  
Golf Outing & Dinner 

Saturday June 6, 2009 
Scioto Reserve Golf & Athletic Center, Powell 

www.ccinoh.org for more  information 

 

http://www.cchome.org
http://www.ccinoh.org
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Disciples Fellowship Retreat 
Memorial Day Weekend 

May 22-24, 2009 

A gathering of Disciples, Families, and Friends of all ages at 

Camp Christian, Magnetic Springs, Ohio 

      ―The life and story of Alexander Campbell, our founder, 

and the Disciples church‖ will be portrayed by Dr. John Bolen. 

Come, hear, and see, as Alexander Campbell ―comes to life‖  

(portrayed by Dr. Bolen) as he presents (in costume) his found-

ing of the Disciples church.  Along with Dr. Bolen‘s presenta-

tion, we will be breaking off into groups for different activities, 

including fishing, Bible study, fun & games, hiking, etc.  Go home 

feeling refreshed and renewed after spending time with fellow 

Christians.  What a great way to get away from the hustle and 

bustle of your everyday life and enjoy the out-of-doors!  This is 

also a great opportunity for you and your family to come and 

experience camp together, so your children will know what to 

expect when they attend Partnership, Chi Rho, or CYF Camp.  

Hope to see you there!! 

Any Querstions?? Call or Email Bev Sajna 440-333-1264 or  

sajhome81@yahoo.com 

Women of Ohio….Save these dates!! 
 

OHIO WOMEN‘S MINISTRIES CONVOCATION 

Saturday, April 18, 2009 

Gender Rd. Christian Church Canal Winchester, OH 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Diane Lobody 

Theme: “Women Acting Out!” 
 

OWM FALL RETREAT 

September 11, 12, 13, 2009 at our beautiful Camp Christian! 
 

Watch your mail and Buckeye Disciple for more information 

for these two events for women! 

 

2010 QUADRENNIAL ASSEMBLY 

sponsored by International Disciples Women‘s Ministries of the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

June 23-27, 2010 

Greensboro, NC...at the Sheraton Greensboro Hotel and Four 

Seasons and Koury Convention Center 

 

“Awake! Awake! 

 

Thousands of women worshiping 

and learning together!! 

YOU WILL WANT TO BE 

THERE! 
 

Check  www.quadrennial.org for more information! 

 Dance    

       With 

                God 
Advance Conference  

Spring Retreat April 3-5, 2009  
 

     A lot of different rhythms and songs  

distract us: the pulse of work, the static of  

personal conflict, the deep bass drone of dread.   

How do we listen for the rhythm of God?  How  

can our lives be a celebration, a dance which glorifies the Lord?  

Are we ready to let God lead?  Join us as we learn to find the 

melody, to be the harmonies, and to join in the dance which is, 

was, and always will be. 

     We ask that anyone who is musically inclined bring their 

instrument of choice.  Our speaker, Jay, is a musician as well as 

a pastor and will be teaching us some fresh music. 

     Jay Gamelin is the pastor of Jacob‘s Porch on 13th and High 

in Columbus.  He is also a nationally renowned speaker and has 

been the keynote speaker at youth conferences in 32 states.  

He is funny, unusual, thoughtful, honest, passionate, faithful, 

and, in his own words, a sinner in need of God.  To get a better 

feel for him go to www.jaygamelin.com and/or 

www.jacobsporch.com  

     This event is for all young adults 18 years old (and out of 

high school) through 29 years old.  Join us for a weekend of 

learning and fellowship!!! 
 

Register online at www.ccinoh.org!! 
 

Questions? Contact the Advance Conference Officers at     

advanceconference@yahoo.com 

Or contact Ministry Leader Rev. Dr. LaTaunya Bynum 

lbynum@ccinoh.org or 614-433-0343 

Social Action Project 
Disciples Women announce their Social Action Project for 

2009-2010 - Break the Chains of Human Trafficking.  Human traf-

ficking is defined as the illegal trade of human beings for sexual 

exploitation or forced labor.  Close to a million humans are 

trafficked across international borders every year, approxi-

mately 20,000 are trafficked into the United States, and the 

majority are women and children.  Disciples Women will focus 

on financially supporting organizations that are working to res-

cue victims and helping them create a new life for them-

selves.  They will also be supporting this effort by volunteering 

their time at local agencies.  A power point presentation and 

other resources for this project are available for downloading 

at www.discipleswomen.org and can also be obtained by con-

tacting regional or constituency representatives for Women‘s 

Ministries.  This project will be underway all of 2009 through 

May of 2010.  Results will be celebrated at Quadrennial Assem-

bly in June 2010 in Greensboro, North Carolina. 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days  
The 7th annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days (EAD) will explore 

ways to bring about a world with Enough for All Creation. 

Participants will hear about the connections between climate 

change, migration and poverty in the U.S. and around the 

world.  Advocacy Days will culminate on Monday, March 16 

with participants meeting with their Congressional offices to 

advocate for effective legislation to address climate change. 

With a new President and Congress, this is a vital time to 

make the voices of the churches heard in Washington! To 

learn more and to register go to www.globalministries.org.  

mailto:sajhome81@yahoo.com
http://www.jaygamelin.com
http://www.jacobsporch.com
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:advanceconference@yahoo.com
mailto:lbynum@ccinoh.org
http://www.discipleswomen.org/
http://www.globalministries.org
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