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We want to hear from you!!
0ln covenant together, we ar
come a true community
Is your congregation doing something amazing in the name of
p.m. at the Indiana Convention Cente_... Jesus Christ? Has your Pastor been honored in some way? Is
in Room 109. Connect with other s G\ your church celebrating a milestone? Are the youth participating
Ohio Disciples, plus Disciples from  NATIONS in mission projects? There are so many wonderful things hap-

Going to General Assembly?
Be sure to attend the Northeast
Inter-Regional Fellowship (NIRF)
Reception/After Session 9 p.i#10:30

other Northeast Regions. pening in all of Disciples churches around Ohio, weid LOVE to
Haven't register yet? share them here in The Buckeye Disciple and on@ungre-

Go to www.disciples.ordor more information. gational News page of our website www.ccinoh.org . If
. your congregation has something to share please submit (with

pictures if you have them) it tgstoddart@ccinoh.orgr sent in
Hocking Chi Rho to 355 East Campus View Blvd, Suite 110, Columbus, OH 43235.

Camp 2009

Poem by Karen Zimmer
and Cabin 12

Karen is a 9th Grader from
FCC Massillon

Here at Camp Christian
This whole cabin feels at home.
Camp Christian forever is in our hearts

Wherever we may roam. 2009 Youth Scholarship Golf Outing

Rev. Doug Adams, Youth Scholarship Committee Chair
t nWhat do yop syippqse 72 golfers were thinking about on a
beautiful Saturday in Junears, birdies and eagles? Youire
right, they were thinking about those things, but they were also
thinking about the $7,500 they were raising for the Youth
Scholarship Fund.

The 2009 Youth Scholarship Golf Outing was held Jithe 6
at the beautiful Scioto Reserve Golf Course in Powell, Ohio.

We d | | never forget
And what we came here for.
And when we stop to think about it
Camp Christian has opened a lot of doors!

Before Camp Christian

Our lives were very dim. Seventytwo golfers took to the manicured fairways and greens
But Jesus, our Savior, d'_Ed for us to play golf for the Youth Scholarship Fund. Ninety people en-
So we will live for Him. joyed a wonderful banquet and awards presentation following
. . the outing. Those in attendance participated in a Silent Auction
Camp Christian has helped us learn this, to raise more funds for the Youth Scholarship Fund.
and has cleared away a path. Since 2005, over190 scholarships have been granted
Sinners, criminals and wrongdoers, through the Youth Scholarship Fund in the Christian Church in
Wi | | al | feel G o d 0 sOhiqv®var thése past few years the fund has grown to more
than the $27,000 given out in scholarships since 2005. This
Always having fun means we have the resources to insure that none of our young
And learning a lot too. people will miss the opportunity to attend Camp Christian. Itis
Between quest groups and free time a great benefit to have a source of funding solely dedicated to
Thereds so much t o thgfipancial assistance ofthose who wish to attend Camp
Christian.
Meeting lifelong friends It was a marvelous Golf Outing for a wonderful cause. We

Peopl e youbdv eweeksdfyouriwhole lifen ©Owe our thanks to the efforts of the Golf Committee and the
Being at Camp Christian superb assistance of the Regional office. If you missed the Out-

: Chtl ing this year you can plan to play next year and add to the
Feels just right! strength of the Youth Scholarship Fund.


http://www.disciples.org
http://www.ccinoh.org
mailto:jstoddart@ccinoh.org
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Spiritual Insights Spiritual Insights Continued
Rev. Dr. William H. Edwards Pharisees. The good news message of Jesus was delivered to

OAnd no one puts n e Wansiprmtie olg religien ingosamething new, so that now all
wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst  Of Godis children are able to receive the fresh new wine, new

the skins, and the wine is lost and so are life message of the living God.
the skins; but one puts new wine into God wants us to open up our hearts, to open our minds to
fresh wiaMark22i ns 6 receive a fresh anointing, a pouring of new wine, new life, to

There is a song by jazz artist George be transformed. Because you see, to grow is to change. So
Benson that was popular when | was in ~ We must ask the question every time we come into God's

college, about change. The words are: "Everything must chand@use and every time we go to a Bible study, oLord, How do
nothing stays the same, the young become the old, mysteries ¥8U Want me to change and grow? Lord speak to my heart,
unfold, and nothing and no one goes unchanged.” Change is &Ard give me a fresh anointing, pour out new wine into my
unavoidable part of life. And letis face it, without change, life life, make me new. God make me a vessel to receive the new
would be dull. wine of life.0
In the second chapter of Mark, we find the Pharisees and the God desires to do a new thing in our lives. Are you open
disciples of John the Baptist having conversations with Jesus and flexible enough to receive it? God desires to deepen your
about the transformation of traditions and change. The Phari- relationship, to bring you into new areas of ministry and ser
sees were a rigid group of religious Jews who advocated very Vice, to use you in a greater capacity in fulfilling Godis vision
detailed and strict obedience to Jewish law and traditions. Thdor your church. Butin order to do that, we must be willing
Pharisees resisted change. to get out of the rut of the routine and to do things in a new
Sometimes, we act like Pharisees. There is a little Pharise&vay. New wine must have new wineskins.
in all of us. Because we all want to do whatfs comfortable, easy, . ..
and familiar 0Even if it is killing usé. Why? Because change is Message from Regional Program Minister,
painful. Change is painful, because it involves sacrifice. Rev. Dr. Brenda Webster
Nothing worthwhile comes without struggle or challenge. In
this life, we must take risks and step out on faith, believing even
when we canit see it, trusting when we canit trace it, going 0 & be transformed by the renewing of your mind.6 Romans 12:2b
when it doesnit make sense. For, the Bible tells us that we must
owalk by faith and not by sight6. So, donit be a Pharisee, be Years ago, prolific song writer, Quincy Jones, wrote,
open to change and transformation, be open to doing things ikverything must change , nothing stays the same, for thatis the
new way. way of time. No one and nothingoes unchanged.6 It is a well
That is the message Jesus is teaching when he talks abouknown fact that anything that is alive and well changes and
new wine. In biblical days, wine was not kept in glass bottles, gtaws constantly. How is it then, that something so common,
it was kept in goatskins and sewn around the edges to form so natural € can become so painful, so scary? Our comfort
tight leak proof bags. But, new wine has to go through an agiZzgne and competencieare tampered with and confusion
process called fermentation. It experiences drastic changes imieigns supreme € . when change comes to town! Christ-
its physical and chemical properties. There is a breakdown ofcentered change, however, can be a more positive experience
impurities and toxins. There is a stage of agitation and separder all involved.
tion. Then comes unrest and then expansion. When new wine
expanded as it fermented, it stretched its wineskin. Christ-centered change, like transformation, is a process re-
In this illustration, Jesus was conveying spiritual wisdom quiring faith, discipline and tim@&eep and lasting Christ
through a natural phenomenon. When something is new, it centered change flows out of an intimate relationship with Jesus
needs room to grow and expand, spread out and stretch, de- and our desire to make choices which please Him. Jesus was
velop and progress. So putting new wine into old skins causenot a oconformerd but a otransformerd € a mover and a
erosion and cracking due to the inability of the old skin to withshaker! We are reminded in Romans 121Rp not conform any
stand the pressure of further stretching. longer to the pattern of this world, but be transfbyriedrenew;
In essence, Jesus is saying that he did not come to patch g of your mind.6 If change were easy, we could just read a
the old religious system of Judaism with its rules and tradition®00k, attend a seminar or a webinar and presto € . change-o
because if he had, that new wine, that new life message woul@ be transformed! Change, howeverrequires mind renewal
have destroyed it. Jesus said in Matthew 5D8@,not think that and where the mind goes, the heart follows.

| have come to abolish the law or the prophets; | have come ne+te - — -
abolish but to fulfill.o Deadline for entries into the Sept/Oct issue of

Jesush purpose was to bring something new, the Good News, The Buckeye Disciple

that he had come as God's son to offer all people forgivenesq of : : -
their sins and reconciliation with God. The gospel, the good Due in the,Euegng?il gggg:h Office by

news message, didn't fit into the old rigid legalistic religion of jhe o _ e _ )
Submitting via email is preferred cmo@ccmoh.org

Change é A Transformation Opportunity

Continued in the next column
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Regional Calendar The

July Importance of

3 Fourth of July Observed, RCO Closed Reconciliation / A
*5 8 11 Adventure Camg Bicycling Offering AN
*5 3 11 Portahoga Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian Anne Sowell

*12 8 18Badger Partnership Camp @ Templed Hills Co-Chair '

14
14
16

*19 0 25Lakeside CYF Conference @ Camp Christian

21

®
*12 6 18Maumee Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian . . R i
RCO Staff Meeting Anti-Racism/ eo\ % &

Ohio Disciples Extension Corporation @ RCO 10am ”
*260Aug 1 Beaver Partnership Camp Bilgrim Hills conditions, we are a ONE TABLE

*260Aug 1 Wilmington CYF Conference @ Camp Christian
*290Aug 2 General Assembly, Indianapolis, Indiana

- . . Pro-Reconciliation o
Christian Education Team Conference Call 7:00pm Commission Por!
Given the cur-

rent economic

Personnel Committee Meeting @ RCO 10:00am

tightening our belts
and hoping that the
economy will quickly get better. While we are waiting for the

August economy to get better and the stimulus dollars to reach Ohio

1 Deadline for entries into the Sept/Oct Buckeye and trickle down to you and me, we must continue to support

*268 Miami Chi Rho Camp @ Camp Christian our churchis state and national programs. These times test our

*9 8 16 Advance Conference @ Camp Christian faith and discipleship when we are asked to sacrifice by giving to

*14 8 16Children, Worship, and Wonder Training @ support programs of our denomination. If you believe, as | be-
Washington Ave Christian Church, Elyria  lieve, the words of Malachi 3:2®! share whatis been given to

15 Christian Education Commission @ Camp Christian me and | trust God to pour me out that blessing that | wonit have

18 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. room enough to receive.0

25 RCO Staff Meeting One of the offerings we will be asked to support in late

27 Ohio Disciples Outreach Committee @ RCO 10am September and early October is the Reconciliation Offering.

September During recent years the Reconciliation offering has decreased

2 Ohio Disciples Extension Corporation Conf. Call as the work of the AnHRamsm/PrcReconcn|at|on Commls_slon

436 Disciples Fellowship Retreat @ Camp Christian has mc_:reased. Many conc]usmns can _be drawn about this de-

7 Labor Day, RCO Closed crease in the offerlr_\g but Ieto_s not waste t|n_1e on that. | would

118 13 Ohio Womenis Ministries Fall Retreat @ Camp rather spend my time making a suggestion about how we can

15 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C get th_e offerlng back to what it was prior to the decline, and

16 RCO Staff Meeting explain the |mpo_rtance of the offerlng._ _ _

188 20 Ohio Disciples Menis Fall Retreat @ Camp Christian | am suggesting that every adult Disciple save their change

258 26 CYF Commission Meeting @ Camp Christian beginning August“ithrough September 30and donate that

change to the Reconciliation offering when it is taken up at

October_ _ o your church. If your churchliloesnit take up an offering, then

1 Deadline for entries into the Nov/Dec Buckeye you should mail the change you saved in a check or money

6 Executive Committee Meeting @ RCO order to the Christian Church in Ohio, designated for the

7 RCO Staff Meeting Reconciliation offering. This effort by each of you will increase

10 Cleveland Christian Home Work Day the offering significantly and possibly surpass our best offering

19 Interim Ministers Working Group year. The total of this offering is divided between the state and

20 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. national Reconciliation commissions to support their programs.

21 Ohio Disciples Extension Corporation @ RCO 10am  The purpose of this commission as | see it is to (1) insure

2324 Regional Church Council meeting @ Camp Christian that our denomination continues to grow; (2) be inclusive of all

260 30 Spiritual Life Silent Retreat @ Camp Christian ~ pegple, allowing congregations to maintain themselves as com-

28 Anti-Racism Standing Workshop @ Camp Christian  mpities change; (3) assist churches in learning to welcome|and

29 Sexual Ethics Standing Workshop @ Camp Christiangmprace all of Godis people regardless of race, creed or color

November and (4) that we are living out the great commission of our Lard

118 12 RCO Staff Retreat and Saviod Mark 12:30- 31 oLove the Lord your God with all

17 Commission on Ministry @ Northwest C.C. your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all

208 22 CYF Leadership Training @ The Hocking Valley Parigtur strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself.

26 8 27 Thanksgiving, RCO Closed There is no commandment greater than these.6

December_ I challenge you to demonstrate your love for your neighbor,

1 Deadline for entries into the Jan/Feb Buckeye your church, the programs of the church and your God by giv-

RCO = Regional Church Offik to the Reconciliation offering regardless of your economic
* Online Registration is now availapfgiation and you will be blessed.
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Live in God! Ohio Region Mission
By the Advance Conference Officers: Susan, Laura, & Ryan Trip October 26 -30
The power of the Advance ministry never ceases to amaze  pjan now to be a part of
me! The spirituality of the April Spring Retreat, 0Dance with this second Ohio trip toMet-
God,6 was amazing and inspiring. During this retreat we dis- airie, LA(a western suburb of
cussed how the different rhythms and songs we encounter inney, Orleans). We will again
our lives distract us. We were led by Rev. Jay Gamelin, a tal-j,o assisting in the monstrous
ented musician and speaker, who infused new life in our praigg, 4ging rebuilding program
with some desperatetpeeded new songs. We celebrated in 5t began following hurri-
song and devotion as we explored how to better listen for the ;55 Katrina and Rita in 2005. If you missed the first one,
rhythm of God and how to live in harmony with it; to be 1ed in g6 jet this one pass you by! Disciple volunteers assisted in

the great dance which is, was, and always will be. On April - 1he clean out of flooded homes and have now helped in the

24th, Advance attendees gathered again in music and in Godis  pjjiding and rebuilding of over 250 homes, allowing the retufn
presence for the Annual Advance Fundraising Concert. The ¢ 550 tamilies to their own residences.

display of talent people put forth to support the Advance Minishere are some costs to volunteers for meals and travel, but

try was truly an amazing representation of Gods gifts! there may be individuals and groups in your church or other

After hearing about all of these incredible things that go on ;4 would like to participate in the mission effort by contribut-
with the Advance Ministries, you may be wondering when youynq o your expenses. Be resourceful: check into it. What wil

can get involved. Well the answer is A:jvance Summer Confefi | get out of it? Probably more than you put into it yourself.
ence on August 46 at Camp Christian! The theme for this v, may even meet the family you are assisting, and the feeling

week of Conference is oLive in God.6 During the week we will ¢ saristaction you receive from knowing you have helped to
embark on a journey to learn and discuss different ways we Cfyie 5 major difference in their lives will be more than enough
make God more present in our lives as young adults in this  re\yard for all your labors. Plus the fellowship of working, eat-

modern time. This should prove to be a spiritually fulfilling 4 and traveling alongside the other Disciple volunteers on the
week! Please donit let money or time be reasons to keep you team will be a rich blessing to you.

from attending Advance. Scholarships are available. Plus, the g4 now can you sign up or learn more about the trip? You

beauty of Advance conference is that you can attend for as 4 contact Rev. Paul Lantisd&tevpaul@columbus.rr.coror
much or as little as you are able. We hope to see many new (614) 7608830.

and old faces this summer. Please spread the word about Ad-

vance Summer Conference! Retired Ministers gather to form network
Fourteen retired pastors and spouses met for lunch and an

introductory workshop to discuss their continuing place at the

D

Elders Workshop

September 26, 2009
Featuring Rev. Dr. Richard Hamm,
former General Minister and Presi-
dent, Executive Administrator of the
Christian Churches Together in the
US, Author of the books, 0Mainline to
Front Lined, 02020 Vision for the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ)o, and 0Recreating The Church:
Leadership For The Po#tlodern Aged. The Workshop will be
held at Central Christian Church, 407 N. Market St., Wooster,
OH 44691. Registration Fee (if received by August 1) is $20.
per person. Also, save September 27, 2010 for next yearis
workshop. The presenter will be Dr. Randy Harris, Instructor
at Abilene Christian University. For more information, includ-
ing how to register, contact Rev. Kevin Phipps at-282-4652
or kevin@cccwooster.org

Get The Buckeye Online!

If you would like to replace your copy
with an emailed copy, please send ¢
email toccio@ccinoh.orgDonit forget
to include your name and the address
to which itis currently being sent.

table in the Christian Churchfter the conclusion of active pas
toral ministry. The group also expressed interest in forming a
continuing retiredpastors group in the Akron and Cleveland
areas, according to Tom Kerns, District 3 regional elder.

The Rev. Paul Biery, District 2 regional elder and a retired

pastor, presented a program and led a fogueup discussion
that sprang from his currentvork toward a doctor of ministry
degree at the Roman Catholfgt. Mary Seminary in Wick-
liffe. He is focusing on the role of retired pastors in the church.
Biery began the prograimy encouraging th&practice ofthe
presence of God" each day.
00 The Rev. Lin Barnett, District 3 regional eldegmmented
that since his retirement from chaplaincy at Akron General
Medical Center earliethis year, he is finding he is spending
more time with God now.

When the group was asked about recommendations for
younger pastors, Barnett said he would encourage younger
pastors to insist on taking a sabbatical break to rechafge.
never took a sabbatical."

Retired Regional Pastor Howard Ratcliff recommended
"Some kind of crossultural exposure should be built into
every seminary experienceHMe also encouraged pastors to
maintain an active life and personal identity outside of meeting
congregational needs. "Get a life" outsideyofir ministry, so
you can minister with integrity.
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